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Our Mission: 

 

Pi Kappa Delta is an honorary consisting of educators, students and alumni that cultivates 

articulate citizenship through the promotion of ethical, humane and inclusive communication 
and educational practices; supports comprehensive approaches to forensics pedagogy and 
practice; encourages the creation of professional development opportunities for forensic 
educators; and seeks to expand access to intercollegiate speech and debate activities. Pi 
Kappa Delta supports a broad diversity of speech and debate events, forms and formats, and 
works to nurture the institutional and financial capacity of the entire forensic community. 

 

Current Board  

 

President- Amorette Hinderacker, Texas Christian University  

President Elect- Kiefer Storrer, Whitman College  

Past President: Ryan Louis, Ottawa University  

 

Chief  Operating Off icer- Adam Blood, University of  West Florida  

Journal Editor- Jack Rogers, University of  Central Missouri  

Tournament Director- Jessica Furgerson, University of  Cincinnati 

Convention Planner- Gina Jensen, Webster University  

 

Board Members  

At Large Member- Trent Webb, Hofstra University  

At Large Member- Marissa Mayo, Simpson College  

At Large Member- Christina Mary Joseph, Arizona State University  

Student Representative- Joshua Kofahl, University of  Central Missouri  

Graduate Student Representative- John Wallis, Webster University  

Community College Representative- Kaila Todd, Johnson County Community College 
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The Constitution and By Laws of Pi Kappa Delta 

 
 

 

 

Article I – Name 

 

100 -  The name of  this forensic honorary shall be “Pi Kappa Delta,” the initial letters of  the Greek phrase 
Peitho Kale Dikaia, signifying “the art of  persuasion, beautiful and just.”  The name shall be written thus: Π Κ 
Δ on all insignia. 

 

Article II – Purpose 

 

200 - Pi Kappa Delta is an honorary consisting of  educators, students and alumni committed to encouraging 
the education of  articulate citizens through a three part focus:  the commitment to and promotion of  ethical, 
humane and inclusive communication and educational practices; the commitment to and promotion of  
professional development of  forensics educators; and the commitment to and promotion of  comprehensive 
forensics programming. 

201 -  Pi Kappa Delta is committed to assuring equal opportunity to all persons, regardless of  race, color, 
religious creed, national origin, physical ability status, age, economic status, gender, sex or sexual 
orientation. Pi Kappa Delta is opposed to all forms of  discrimination and seeks to establish a tolerant 
atmosphere in which every individual is accorded respect. Mindful of  the importance of  First Amendment 
f reedoms, Pi Kappa Delta reminds its members of  their ethical obligations to audience members and 
encourages members to ref rain f rom disrespectful or derogatory speech. As an organization dedicated to 
fostering the development of  functional leadership skills, Pi Kappa Delta encourages the participation of  
individuals f rom traditionally under-represented groups. Pi Kappa Delta is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  
 

 

Article III – Organization 

 

300 - Pi Kappa Delta shall be composed of  three divisions: the Local Chapter, the Province Organization, 
and the National Organization. 

301 - A Local Chapter shall be composed of  f ive or more members of  this honorary as provided for in 
Paragraph 400.  Local Chapters may be of  two kinds: Undergraduate and Alumni.  

301.1 - A Local Undergraduate Chapter may be established in any recognized and regionally accredited 
college or university. 

301.2 - An Alumni Chapter shall dif fer f rom an Undergraduate Chapter in that it may be established outside 
of  educational institutions, and shall not be allowed to take in members who have not previously been 
members of  good standing in Undergraduate Chapters.  

301.3 - A charter bearing the seal of  the honorary and signed by the National President and National 
Secretary-Treasurer shall be granted to each Local Chapter of  this honorary.  The charters shall be 
duplicates of  the standard form f iled with the National Secretary -Treasurer.  New Local Chapters are to be 
installed only when the dues of  members and charter fees are in the hands of  the National Secretary.  New 
charters shall be presented in formal ceremony at the National Convention; however, charters may be 
presented at Province Conventions provided that the National Council has approved such action.  A member 
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of  the National Council, if  in that Province, shall make the presentation.  If  no National Council member is 
available, it shall be the obligation of  the Province Governor.  

301.4 - The Local Chapter shall have full charge of  all its activities within the limits of  this constitution and the 
rules and regulations of  the National Organization. 

302.1 – An Undergraduate Chapter is considered to be in good standing if  it pays its annual dues and enrolls 
new members each year.  If  a Chapter does not meet these criteria for three consecutive years it will be 
listed as an inactive Chapter.  Inactive Chapters may not participate in Pi Kappa Delta sponsored events.  To 
regain good standing the Chapter must pay the current years dues, initiate new members, and pay a 
reactivation fee. 

302.2 - The membership of  June 30th  shall be considered as the membership for the current year.  Each 
Chapter shall report on its membership to the National Secretary -Treasurer when called upon. 

302.3 - Each Undergraduate Chapter and Alumni Chapter shall have one vote in the af fairs of  the Province 
Organization and the National Organization.  This vote may be delegated to a representative in case of  
conventions and shall be a majority vote of  a Chapter’s current  members in good standing in case of  
referendum.  The same delegate cannot represent both an Undergraduate Chapter and an Alumni Chapter 
at a convention.  Alumni Chapters shall be called following the roll call of  Undergraduate Chapters.  

 
302.4 - The initiation fee of  all members of  all classes, payable upon application for membership, shall be set 
by the National Council with majority approval by the National Convention.  Each Undergraduate Chapter 
shall be permitted one f ree Honorary membership each year.  

 
302.5 - Each Undergraduate Chapter shall elect a President at least once each year and may elect other 
of f icers as the Chapter desires, such as: Vice President, Secretary -Treasurer, Reporter or Corresponding 
Secretary or Historian. 

 
302.6 - Each Undergraduate Chapter shall have a faculty/staf f   sponsor who shall be recognized as the 
sponsor by the college or university where the Undergraduate Chapter is chartered.  Refusal to appoint a 
faculty/staf f  sponsor shall be grounds for possible action resulting in the Chapter being placed on inactive 
status. 

 
302.7 - The President or faculty/staff sponsor of the Undergraduate Chapter shall be the responsible head of  
the undergraduate organization as far as its relation with the National Organization is concerned and he or 
she shall be responsible for the fulf illment of  the requirements of  the constitution and the regulations of  the 
National Organization. 

 
303 - Each Undergraduate Chapter shall provide itself  with a constitution, shall meet regularly, shall initiate 
new members at least annually using the obligation and ceremony provided by the National Organization, 
shall report new members and changes in standing of  members to the National Secretary -Treasurer and 
shall collect annually membership fees and other assessments of  the National Organization promptly and 
forward them to the National Secretary-Treasurer.  All treasurers who are sending money for fees or keys 
must designate the person or persons for whom the money is being sent.  

 
320 - Alumni Chapters shall have the obligations and privileges outlined in the following sub -paragraphs. 

 
320.1 - Each Alumni Chapter shall be assigned to a Province by the National Council.  

 

320.2 - An Alumni Chapter shall have one vote at Province and National Conventions, if  a member in good 
standing is present.  

320.3 - Each Alumni Chapter shall provide itself  with a constitution, shall meet at least once a year, shall 
report changes in membership to the National Secretary-Treasurer, and shall send an annual report to the 
National Secretary-Treasurer. 

320.4 - An Alumni Chapter shall not be required to have a faculty sponsor.  
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320.5 - Alumni Chapters shall be exempt f rom f ines, fees, and assessments of  Province and National 
Organizations, except for the original Charter fees.  However, an Alumni Chapter shall be empowered to levy 
a membership fee on itself .  Nothing in this paragraph shall preclude voluntary f inancial support of  the 
organization. 

320.6 - An Alumni Chapter charter may be revoked for good and suf f icient reasons by a two -thirds 
af f irmative vote of  the National Council, and with a two-thirds af f irmative vote of  approval of  the National 
Convention. 

321 through 324 open 

325 - It shall be the duty of  the National Council to assign a name and number to each Chapter and to assign 
the Chapter to a Province. Any Local Chapter may petition the National Council for transfer to an adjoining 
Province, but no such transfer shall be without approval of  the Governors of  both Provinces af fected.  

326 - Each Province shall have a constitution whose provisions shall be consistent with the National 
Constitution. 

327 – The Province shall elect a Governor.  The Province is encouraged to  elect whichever additional 
of f icers it chooses, such as a Lieutenant Governor, a Student Lieutenant Governor, a Secretary -Treasurer 
and a Historian.   If  necessary, the National President shall f ill by appointment any vacant Province Governor 
position with the appointee to serve until the Province meeting or until a poll of  the Chapters has been 
conducted by the National Secretary-Treasurer.  The Province Governor shall be a faculty or staf f  member or 
an Active Alumni. 

327.1 - Undergraduate students who are Province of f icers may serve either one or two -year terms as 
provided for in Province constitutions.   

328 - Province Governors and other Province of f icers shall be regularly elected by the Chapters of  the 
Province for a two-year term.  

 
328.1 - Vacancies in Province of f ices other than the governor shall be f illed by appointment by the Province 
Governor. 

 
329 - The Province Governor shall have general jurisdiction over the af fairs of  the Province, and shall be 
responsible to the National Council for the progress and welfare of  the Province and of  the Undergraduate 
Chapters composing it. The Province Governor shall become, automatically, a member of  the Charter and 
Standards Committee for the consideration of  any petition coming f rom the Province.  

330 - The Province Secretary-Treasurer or the Governor if  the Province does not choose to elect a 
Secretary-Treasurer shall perform the ordinary duties of  the of f ice, and shall also prepare not later than June 
30th  of  each year, a statement of  revenues and expenditures of  the Province, and submit such statement to 
the National Secretary-Treasurer.    

331 - Each Province shall hold a regular convention each second year, the Province Convention year being 
that in which no National Convention is held. 

332 - Funds may be secured by assessments and the Province Governor shall have power to levy an annual 
assessment on each Undergraduate Chapter in the Province. Assessments shall be made with a three-
fourths af f irmative vote of  the Undergraduate Chapters constituting the Province.  Annual assessments shall 
be collected by the National Secretary-Treasurer along with annual assessments for the National 
Organization.  Province dues will be rebated to the Province Secretary -Treasurer or the Governor if  the 
Province does not elect a Province Secretary-Treasurer. 

 
350 -The National Organization shall be a federation of  the Local Chapters of  Pi Kappa Delta.  It shall hold 
supreme executive, legislative, and judicial power, and shall be the source of  all authority in this forensic 
honorary, except as otherwise specif ically provided in this constitution.  It shall not be a secret organization.  
The National Organization shall be composed of  the National Convention, the National Council, the National 
Student Caucus, the National Alumni Caucus, the Standing Committees, and the National General Chapter  

351 - Each Undergraduate Chapter and each Alumni Chapter shall be entitled to one voting representative in 
the National Convention. The National General Chapter when its membership comprises ten or more, shall 
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be entitled to one voting delegate to the National Convention.  Members of  the National Council shall each 
be entitled to a vote in the National Convention. 

351.1 - A quorum of  the National Convention shall consist of  delegates, either undergraduate or alumni, f rom 
at least twenty percent of  the Local Chapters. 

351.2 - The National Convention shall assemble at the call of  the National President at a time and place 
chosen by the National Council, the Council being guided in its choice by vote of  the preceding National 
Convention and af ter consideration of  any site-specif ic diversity-related concerns. 

351.3 - In the National Convention shall be vested the supreme powers given to the National Organization.  
The actions, rules and regulations of  the National Convention shall be binding upon the National Council, all 
Local Chapters, Province Organizations, or other subordinate organizations within Pi Kappa Delta.  It shall 
elect the National Of f icers and may delegate to them such of  its powers as it shall deem necessary or 
expedient.  It shall have power to lay assessments upon the Undergraduate Chapters apportioned equally 
upon individuals or Chapter  members of  the organization.  It shall have power to expel any individual 
member upon just cause, or upon f lagrant violation of  the provision of  this constitution or of  the obligation 
given at the time of  admission into Pi Kappa Delta. It shall have the power of  chartering Local Chapters upon 
petition.  It shall have the power to vote expenditures f rom the national treasury.  

352 - The elective of f icers of  the National Organization of  Pi Kappa Delta shall be a President -Elect and f ive 
National Council members.  Of  the f ive National Council members, two shall be student representatives.  
The Student Representatives shall hold of f ice only while members in good standing of  an undergraduate 
Chapter of  Pi Kappa Delta.  The remaining three National council members shall be of  the Orders of  
Instruction or Active Alumni. 

352.1 - The President-Elect, upon completion of  the term of  of f ice, shall succeed to the of f ice of  the 
President of  the organization. 

353 - The President-Elect shall be chosen using the following procedure.  

353.1 - The nominees for the of f ice of  President-Elect shall be the three National Council members of  the 
Order of  Instruction or Active Alumni, excluding any member who notif ies the President of  Pi Kappa Delta in 
writing of  the person’s desires to be excluded f rom the nomination.  

353.2 - The National Council shall provide for an absentee ballot for those Pi Kappa Delta Chapters in good 
standing which indicate they will not attend the convention.   

353.3 - Election shall be by a majority vote of  those Chapters voting for candidates included on the ballot at 
the National Convention. 

353.4 - The President shall not be eligible for re-election.   

354 - Of f icers other than the President-Elect will be chosen using the following procedures.  

 

354.1 - The elective of f icers of  the Order of  Instruction or Active Alumni other than the President -Elect, and 
one student National Council member will be chosen at a later meeting of  the National Convention in the 
following manner: for elective of f icers of  the Order of  Instruction or Active Alumni the Nominating Committee 
will submit as candidates the names of  f ive or more persons, at least three of  whom have not previously 
served on the National Council.  Other nominations may be made f rom the f loor.  If  only f ive persons are 
nominated, each Chapter will vote on a preferential ballot for the f ive candidates. If  more than f ive persons 
are nominated, each Chapter will vote for f ive members in preferential order, ranking all others sixth. The 
three candidates with the highest ranking will be deemed elected to the National Council.  For the student 
National Council member, the Nominating Committee will submit as candidates the names of  three or more 
persons.  Other nominations may be made f rom the f loor.  The candidate receiving the highest number of  
votes will be elected.  Of f icers will assume their duties on the f irst day of  June following their election, and 
will serve for two years or until their successors are elected.  

354.2 - The Student Representatives shall be elected in the following manner: the Undergraduate Chapter 
which is to be host to the National Convention shall elect, not later than the f irst of  May two years prior to the 
convention, a Student Representative to serve on the National Council. Results of  the above election shall 



Pi Kappa Delta Affiliation Documents for the National Communication Association 6 

be reported promptly to the National President by the Province Governor of  the host Province.  The second 
student representative shall be elected using the same process outlined in section 354.1.    

355 - The National Secretary-Treasurer shall be nominated by the National Council and approved by the 
National Convention and shall serve a term of  four years and shall be eligible for an additional term of  four 
years.  A third term of  two years is possible upon the unanimous recommendation of  the National Council 
and a two-thirds vote of  the National Convention.  The term of  of f ice of  the National Secretary -Treasurer 
shall begin August 1 of  the year of  election. 

356 - The Editor of  The Forensic shall be nominated by the National Council, approved by the National 
Convention, and shall serve a term of  four years and may be re-nominated and approved for an additional 
term.  The term of  the Editor shall begin August 1 of  the year of  election.  

357 - The Historian shall be nominated by the National Council, approved by the National Convention, and 
shall serve a term of  ten years.  The term of  the Historian shall begin on August 1 of  the year of  election.  

358 - The duties of  the national of ficers shall be described in the following paragraphs, and such other duties 
as shall be assigned by the National President and the National Council.  

358.1 - The National President shall be the executive head and shall preside at all meetings of  the National 
Council and Convention. 

358.2 - In case of  the absence or resignation, or because of  a vacancy in the of f ice of  President, the 
President-Elect shall assume the of f ice of  President. 

358.3 - The Student Representatives shall perform such duties as shall be assigned by the National 
President.  They shall hold of f ice only while undergraduates.  

358.4 - The National Secretary-Treasurer shall keep the minutes of  the National Council and the National 
Convention.  This person shall f ile all applications for membership and keep a complete record of  the 
standing of  each member.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall have charge of  the issuing of  all charters, 
membership cards, and certif icates.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall collect the charter fees, membership 
fees, initiation fees, and all other assessments and maintain the national treasury.  The Secretary -Treasurer 
shall keep a complete record of  the f inances, supplies, and other property of  the organization, and shall have 
charge of  issuing keys to individual members.  He or she shall give bond, and the accounts shall be audited 
each August.  The National Council shall provide funds to defray the expenses of  clerical work for the 
National Secretary-Treasurer. 

358.41 - The National Secretary-Treasurer will be provided a stipend of  an amount and at a time set by the 
National Council.  Expenses incurred by the Secretary-Treasurer in attending the National Convention will be 
reimbursed. 

358.5 - The Editor of  The Forensic shall have direct charge of  publication of  The Forensic, subject to the 
general supervision of  the National Council.  The editor will be provided a stipend of  an amount and at a time 
set by the National Council.  The Editor, with the approval of  the National Council, shall appoint an Associate 
Editor or Editors.  The duties of  the Associate Editor or Editors shall be such as assigned by the Editor.  

358.6 - The Historian shall be archivist and recorder of  the history.  

358.7 – The Past President shall be the liaison to the Alumni Committee as well as other alumni -related 
concerns. 

359 - The National Council shall be composed of  the National President, the President -Elect, the f ive general 
council members, the immediate Past-President,  the National Secretary-Treasurer, the Historian, and the 
Editor of  the Forensic, each of  whom shall be a voting member. Past Presidents of  this forensic honorary 
shall be honorary non-voting members of  the National Council. 

359.1 - To be eligible to be elected to the National Council, a person must be a member of  the Order of  
Instruction or an Active Alumni.  A member of  the Order of  Instruction must be, at the time of  election, 
actively associated with a school having a Pi Kappa Delta Chapter.  

359.2 - To be eligible to be elected to the National Council as a Student Representative, a member must be 
at the time of  election a member in good standing of  an Undergraduate Chapter of  Pi Kappa Delta.  
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360 - Vacancies arising in the National Council shall be f illed in the following manner: a vacancy in the of f ice 
of  the President shall be f illed by the President-Elect for the remainder of  the term.  Should the of f ice of  
President-Elect become vacant, the President within one month af ter the vacancy occurs shall appoint one 
of  the remaining National Council members of  the Order of  Instruction or Active Alumni to this of f ice subject 
to the approval of  the National Council.  Other vacancies on the National Council shall be f illed within one 
month af ter the vacancy occurs by appointment of  the National President, subject to the approval of  the 
National Council. 

361 - The National Council shall act for the National Convention when the latter is not in session and shall be 
responsible to the National Convention when acting upon instructions obtained f rom the Undergraduate 
Chapters by referendum.  The National Council may call a referendum on its own initiative or at the request 
of  three Undergraduate Chapters.  The National Council shall have power to vote expenditures f rom the 
national treasury to pay legitimate bills incurred by action of  the National Convention.  

362 - The National Council shall have the power to place on probation, place on inactive status, or revoke 
the charter of  any Chapter for the f lagrant violation of  the constitution, or failure to carry out the duties 
imposed on any Chapter, undergraduate or alumni, by this constitution.  

363 - The Chairperson of  the following standing committees shall be appointed by the National President 
and approved by majority vote of  the National Council if  the appointee is not a member of  the Council: 
Charter and Standards Committee, Committee on Public Relations, Committee on Convention Arrangements 
and Program, Committee on Convention Tournament, Constitution Revision Committee, Alumni Relations, 
Professional Development and Support, Institutional Research, and  Practices and Procedures committee.  

363.1 - Charter and Standards Committee.  It shall be the function of  this committee to investigate local 
organizations petitioning Pi Kappa Delta for a charter and to pass upon the petitions and make 
recommendation concerning them to the National Council or National Convention.  In years when the 
National Convention is not held, a charter may be granted by the National Council upon favorable 
recommendations of  the Charter and Standards Committee and a two -thirds af f irmative vote of  the Local 
Chapters in the Province in which the petitioners’ Chapter would be located.  It shall also be the function of  
this committee to devise standards for evaluating the activities of  the individual Chapters and to make 
recommendations to the National Council or National Convention for strengthening weak Chapters.  On non-
national Convention years a Chapter may be placed on inactive status through recommendation of  the 
Charter and Standards Committee and two-thirds af f irmative vote of  the National Council.  On National 
Convention years, such action shall be subject to approval by the National Convention.  

363.2 - Public Relations Committee.   It shall be the function of  this committee to advance the interests of  Pi 
Kappa Delta by furnishing information about the honorary and it’s goals and purposes to newspapers, 
education groups, and the general public; to encourage and evaluate projects of  benef it to the honorary, 
subject to the approval of  the National Council.    

363.3 - Convention Arrangements and Program Committee.  It shall be the function of  this committee to 
make all local arrangements for the National Convention.  The chairperson and the convention of f icers 
appointed by the National President under the provision of  paragraph 364.4 and one other person 
designated by the National President shall constitute this committee.  

363.4 - Committee on Convention Tournaments.  It shall be the function of  this committee to have complete 
charge, subject to the supervision of  the National Council, of  all matters pertaining to forensic events of fered 
at tournaments sponsored by the National Organization.  The chairperson, with the approval of  the National 
President, shall appoint such additional members of  the committee as are necessary to manage the 
tournaments sponsored by the National Organization.   

363.5 - Constitution Revision Committee.  It shall be the function of  this committee to study the National 
Constitution and make such recommendations to the National Council and the National Convention as will 
keep the provisions of  the National Constitution abreast of  developments in the forensic activity and the 
functions of  Pi Kappa Delta.  It shall receive, consider and report on all suggestions and proposed 
amendments received f rom the membership of  the organization.  

363.6 – Alumni Relations Committee. It shall be the function of  this committee to promote involvement of  
alumni at all levels of  the organization.  The Committee Chair shall appoint such additional members of  the 
committee as are necessary to handle the promotion of  alumni involvement and organizational history. The 
committee chair will be advised by the immediate Past President.  
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363.7 – Professional Development and Support Committee.  It shall be the function of  this committee to 
promote the professional development of  forensics educators by providing support such as, but not limited 
to:  continuing education, f inancial grants, research support grants, mentoring support; summer research and 
teaching seminars; and workshops. 

 
363.8 – Institutional Research Committee.   It shall be the function of  this committee to solicit, collect, review, 
coordinate and disseminate appropriate member demographic information and program assessment data. 
The committee shall also have the responsibility of  approving all research activities that are undertaken in 
conjunction with of ficially sponsored Pi Kappa Delta activities, and will formulate and periodically  disseminate 
approved criteria concerning the ethical use of  human subjects in Pi Kappa Delta research.  The committee 
shall also be responsible for conducting regular outcome assessment activities.  

363.9 – Endowment Committee.  It shall be the function of  this committee to enhance the f inancial 
endowment of  the honorary through appropriate fundraising activities.  The Committee, with the consent of  
the National Council, may employ a professional fundraiser for accomplishing this task.  

363.45 – Practices and Procedures Committee.  It shall be the function of  this committee to uphold Pi Kappa 
Delta’s Statement on Discrimination.  The Compliance Off icer appointed by the President of  Pi Kappa Delta 
and approved by the National Council will chair this committee.    This committee will be responsible for 
investigating changes of  discrimination and recommending appropriate action, if  necessary, to the National 
Council.  This committee must maintain the conf identiality of  all involved to the maximum extent possible in 
order to conduct a fair and thorough investigation.  This committee should routinely evaluate the Statement 
on Discrimination and the procedures in order to make recommendations of  change if  the committee deems 
them necessary. 

364 - The National President shall appoint the chairperson, committee members and other of f icers and 
positions called for in subsequent subparagraphs, and all such appointments shall be made as soon as 
practical, with conf irmation by appointee within one month of  that appointment.  The National President shall 
have power to f ill any vacancies caused by death or resignation.  The President shall also have authority to 
make replacements at any time because of  the failure of  the appointee to fulf ill their duties.  Further, nothing 
in this paragraph shall preclude the National President f rom appointing special committees, and consultants 
to aid in promoting the good of  the honorary. 

364.1 - The National President shall appoint a parliamentarian to assist at the business sessions of  the 
National Convention and to serve as adviser on constitutional questions to the National Organization.  The 
person so appointed shall be one of  the voting members of  the Constitution Revision Committee.  

364.2  - The National President shall appoint one member of  the National Council to serve as a Coordinator 
of  Province Governors. 

364.3 - The National President shall appoint a Nominating Committee of  at least three members to make 
such nominations as are required by the National Constitution to be f illed by election at the National 
Convention. 

364.4 - The National President, af ter consultation with the Chairperson of  the Convention Arrangements and 
Program Committee, shall appoint a Convention Off icer who shall serve on that committee.  The Convention 
Off icer shall be the chief  liaison for the local arrangements of  the National Convention.  

364.5 - When making contracts and agreements and transacting other legal business, the National President 
with the approval of  the National Council, may retain an attorney to act as legal adviser.   

365 – The National Student Caucus shall be chaired by the Student National Council members.  The 
National Student Caucus shall meet during the National Convention and consider such matters as the 
Caucus considers appropriate.  Each Undergraduate Chapter is entitled to one voting delegate although any 
member may speak during deliberations.  Resolutions passed by the National Student Caucus will be 
submitted to the National Convention, the National Council and printed in the Key. 

366-  The National Alumni Caucus shall be convened by the Immediate Past President and chaired by a 
person elected by the Caucus.  The National Alumni Caucus shall meet during the National Convention and 
consider such matters as the Caucus considers appropriate.  Each Active Alumni Chapter is entitled to one 
voting delegate although any member may speak during deliberations.  Resolutions passed by the National 
Alumni Caucus will be submitted to the National Convention, the National Council and printed in the Key. 
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Article IV – Admission and Retention of Members and Chapters 

 

400 - Eligibility for Active Undergraduate membership shall be determined as follows.    Membership will be 
open to individuals in good standing at their academic institution and who participate and show prof iciency in 
competitive or non-competitive communication events.  Individual Chapters may def ine the appropriate level 
of  participation and grade-point average.   

400.1 – Eligibility for Order of  Instruction membership shall be determined as follows:  Membership will be 
open to faculty/staf f  members instructing  Communication or coaching forensic activities at a recognized 
college. 

401 - Each candidate for membership in this honorary shall make application in writing on the of f icial form.  
The Undergraduate Chapter af ter a two-thirds af f irmative vote of  the members in good standing shall 
recommend the applicant for membership.  The application shall then be forwarded to the National 
Secretary-Treasurer with a statement of  its acceptance by the Undergraduate Chapter together with the 
initiation fee as provided for in Paragraph 302.4.  The National Secretary -Treasurer shall issue the 
membership card.  Af ter completing the initiation ritual, the applicant shall be given the standing for which he 
or she is eligible as a regular member.  A membership certif icate will be issued upon request at cost.  

402 - The Undergraduate Chapter shall have the power to levy such assessments on its members in good 
standing as it may choose.  Nonpayment of  assessments shall render the delinquent member liable to 
transfer to inactive membership by a three-fourths af f irmative vote of  the members in good standing of  the 
Undergraduate Chapter, due notice of  such transfer being given to the National Secretary -Treasurer. 

402.1 - Such an inactive member may regain good standing upon payment of  all past dues and assessments 
that were unpaid during the period of  inactive status, together with the designated national reinstatement fee 
and agreement of  reinstatement by a three-fourths af f irmative vote of  the members in good standing of  the 
Undergraduate Chapter.  Notice of  the reinstatement shall be sent to the National Secretary -Treasurer. 

403 - The Undergraduate Chapter shall have the power to expel any member by at least a four-f if ths 
af f irmative vote by those members in good standing.  Notice of  such expulsion shall be sent to the National 
Secretary-Treasurer on the of f icial form, accompanied by the key of  the member expelled.  

403.1 - Any expelled member may be readmitted to membership by a unanimous vote of  those members in 
good standing of  the Undergraduate Chapter. 

404 - Any member in good standing may transfer membership f rom one Undergraduate Chapter to another 
by securing a transfer f rom the Chapter of  which he or she is a member, provided such transfer is accepted 
by another Undergraduate Chapter and the notice of  transfer forwarded to the National Secretary -Treasurer.   

405 – Eligibility for Active Alumni membership will be as 
follows.  Membership in a recognized Alumni Chapter will be open to applicants who have graduated or 
otherwise completed their forensics eligibility f rom a college with an Alumni Chapter.   

 
405.1 – Active Alumni who are members of  recognized 

Alumni Chapters are eligible for serving in Province and National of f ices of  the honorary.  
 
406 through 409 open 

410 - The petition for a new Local Chapter shall be made on the of f icial form.  It may be received by a 
member of  the honorary, but shall be forwarded to the Chairperson of  the Charter and Standards Committee.  
The petition shall be accompanied by a catalog of  the college or university represented by the petitioners.  

411 - Upon receipt of  the petition, the Charter and Standards Committee shall make a thorough investigation 
of  the academic and forensic standards of  the petitioning institution and the degree of  support for the 
application among the other Chapters in the Province.   

411.1 - The Charter and Standards Committee shall modify its investigative procedures as deemed 
appropriate.   
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412 - Petitioners meeting fully all requirements and which have been approved by the Charter and Standards 
Committee and by the National Council shall be granted a charter as provided for in Paragraph 363.1.  

412.1 - When a charter has been granted by the National Organization, the National Secretary -Treasurer 
shall notify the petitioners. Upon receipt of  this notif ication the members of  the new Local Chapter shall send 
the applicable fees and dues to the National Secretary-Treasurer.  The National President shall immediately 
appoint a member of  the organization to install the new Chapter, and the National Secretary -Treasurer shall 
then forward the membership cards to the installing of f icers.  

413 - The National Secretary-Treasurer shall furnish each new Local Chapter with a copy of  the Installation 
Ceremony and full instructions concerning the rules and regulations of  the organization and the obligations of 
the Local Chapter to the National and Provincial Organizations.   

414 - It shall be the obligation of  each Undergraduate Chapter to require all new members to take the 
initiation pledge.  A ritual initiation approved by the National Organization shall be given to each new 
member, but such initiation shall not be secret.  

415 - Local Chapters may be placed on inactive status if  the following conditions exist:  

415.1 - Any Active Undergraduate Chapter not submitting new members every biennium may be placed on 
inactive status upon recommendation of  the National Council.  

415.11 - Any Active Alumni Chapter not maintaining members every biennium may be placed on inactive 
status upon recommendation of  the National Council.  

415.2 - Any Local Chapter placed on inactive status by the National Convention for any cause shall be 
deprived of  all privileges of  membership except for the initiation of  new members, and shall have no vote in 
the Province or National Organization. 

415.3 - Local Chapters who have been placed on inactive status may regain good standing  by paying 
current years dues, initiating new members, and paying a reactivation fee.  

416 - The National Council shall have the power to place on probation or revoke the charter of  any Chapter 
for f lagrant violation of  the constitution, or for failure to carry out the duties imposed on any Chapter, 
undergraduate or alumni, by this constitution. 

417 - The National Organization shall maintain a General Chapter into which membership it may assign 
members of  Chapters who charters have been revoked.  The National Council and the National Convention 
may elect to membership in the General Chapter persons eligible to membership in Pi Kappa Delta under 
the terms provided in Paragraph 400, provided they can qualify for the Degrees of  Prof iciency.  Members of  
the General Chapter shall pay to the National Secretary-Treasurer the current initiation fee.  They shall have 
the same rights as those granted to members of  Undergraduate Chapters.  A member of  the General 
Chapter may, with his or her consent and the consent of  the undergraduate Chapter in question, be made a 
member of  a specif ic Undergraduate Chapter.  He or she shall be initiated if  possible through an 
Undergraduate Chapter. 

 

Article V – Divisions of Membership 

 

500 - Membership in this honorary shall be for life. There shall be three classes, three orders, and three 
degrees of  membership. 

501 - The classes shall be (1) Active, (2) Inactive, and (3) Honorary.  

501.1 - Only college students, and faculty/staf f  members actively engaged in the instruction of  
communication or a forensics coach shall be eligible for admission as Active members of  an Undergraduate 
Chapter.  All Active members of  an Undergraduate Chapter who have transferred, graduated, retired or for 
some other legitimate reason have disassociated themselves with the Chapter shall be eligible for Active 
membership in an Alumni Chapter provided they support its ideals and work.  

501.2 - The inactive class of  this honorary shall be composed of  those Active members who are no longer 
attending the institution in which their undergraduate Chapter is located, or who have been placed in the 
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inactive class by action of  the undergraduate Chapter as provided in Paragraph 402, or, in the case of  those 
who, though eligible for Alumni Chapter membership, are not interested in maintaining their Active status.  

501.3 - Persons who have interest in forensic activities and who have been nominated and elected by an 
Undergraduate Chapter and approved by the National Council will be admitted as honorary members.  

502 - All students and faculty/staf f  who transfer f rom recognized institutions may receive full credit for their 
previous forensic work toward eligibility for membership, or advancement in orders and degrees.  

503 - Members of  other forensic organizations may become members of  Pi Kappa Delta and members of  Pi 
Kappa Delta are f ree to join other forensic organizations.  

504 - There shall be three Orders:  Active Undergraduate, Instruction, and Active Alumni.   

504.1 - The Order of  Active Undergraduate will be for students participating in competitive and non-
competitive events who meet the standards issued in section 400.  

504.2 - Membership in the Order of  Instruction shall be for any faculty/staf f  member instructing 
communication or coaching forensic activities in a recognized college.  

504.3 - Membership in the Order of  Active Alumni will be for alumni continuing to contribute to the betterment 
of  their program and the forensic activity.  

505 - The Degrees shall be (1) Degree of  Prof iciency; (2) Degree of  Special Distinction; (3) Degree of  
Highest Distinction. 

505.1 - All members of  this organization shall be members of  the Degree of  Prof iciency.  

505.2 - Eligibility for the Degree of  Prof iciency shall be described below.  

505.21   For the Degree of  Prof iciency in the Order of  Active Undergraduate Membership the candidate shall 
have participated in competitive forensics or non-competitive activities as def ined by the Local Chapter.   

505.22 - For the Degree of  Prof iciency in the Order of  
Instruction the candidate shall have instructed or coached f ive or more students in competitive forensics or 
non-competitive communication activities.  

 
505.23 - For the Degree of  Prof iciency in the Order of  Active Alumni the candidate shall have  judged at 
forensic tournaments, or shall have coached forensic competitors at a school with an undergraduate 
Chapter, or shall have contributed in signif icant ways to the well-being of  a Chapter. 

505.3 - Eligibility for the Degree of  Special Distinction shall be described below.  

505.31 - For the Degree of  Special Distinction in the Order of  Active Undergraduate Membership the 
candidate shall have at least a 3.0 gpa, participated in communication events for at least two academic years 
and have demonstrated excellence in communication skills in either competitive or non-competitive 
communication events or achieved a rating of  Superior at the Pi Kappa Delta National Tournament and have 
completed community service. 

505.311 - Grade point averages used in this constitution ref lect a four-point scale.  If  a university or college 
uses a grading system not based on the four-point numerical grade calculation system, the Chapter will 
establish standards based on the policies of  their college and university which are equivalent to those 
established in this constitution.  Such standards may not be less strict than those specif ied in relevant 
sections of  Article V of  this constitution.  This provision will apply to all relevant requirements using grade 
point standards in Article V. 

505.32 - For the Degree of  Special Distinction in the Order of  Instruction the candidate shall have instructed 
or coached f ive or more students who have achieved the degree of  Special Distinction or above.  

505.33 – For the Degree of  Special Distinction in the Order of  Active Alumni the candidate shall have served 
as an of f icer of  an alumni Chapter, have attended either a National or Province Convention and shall have 
contributed in signif icant ways to the well-being of  a Chapter. 

505.4 - Eligibility for the Degree of  Highest Distinction shall be described below.  
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505.41 - For the Degree of  Highest Distinction in the Order of   Active Undergraduate Membership the 
candidate shall have completed at least a 3.5 grade-point average or above in all college work, participated 
in communication events for at least two academic years and have demonstrated a superior command of  
communication skills in either competitive or non-competitive communication events and completed 
community service.  

505.42 - For the Degree of  Highest Distinction in the Order of  Instruction the candidate shall have completed 
all the requirements for special distinction and coached a team to a rating of  Superior at the Pi Kappa Delta 
National Tournament, or coached or instructed f ive or more students who achieve the degree of  Highest 
Distinction. 

505.43 - For the Degree of  Highest Distinction in the Order of  Active Alumni the candidate shall have been 
an of f icer of  an Alumni Chapter, have regularly attended Province or National Conventions, and have 
participated regularly in activities of  a Local Chapter--as certif ied by the Chapter president and Chapter 
sponsor; or the candidate shall have attended at least two national conventions as a delegate or judge af ter 
becoming af f iliated with an Alumni Chapter. 

 
Article VI –Official Insignia 

 
600 - The of f icial badge of  Pi Kappa Delta shall be a gold key.  

601 - The key shall denote degree, order, and distinction or membership in the following manner: The 
distinquishing mark of  the Degree of  Prof iciency shall be an amethyst set in the eye;  of  the Degree of  Special 
Distinction shall be a diamond set in the eye; of  the Degree of  Highest Distinction shall be an onyx set in the 
eye.  Only Special Distinction and Highest Distinction members may wear white gold.  The distinguishing 
mark of  the Order of  Active Undergraduate membership shall be a ruby set in the upper center; for the Order 
of  Instruction an emerald set in the upper center; of  Honorary or Active Alumni membership shall be a 
sapphire set in the upper center; of  two orders shall be turquoise set in the upper center; of  the three or four 
orders shall be a diamond set in the upper center.  

602 - Pi Kappa Delta keys in good condition shall be exchanged for other keys or may have other sets 
inserted, upon application to the National Secretary-Treasurer and payment by the owner of  the key of  the 
cost of  exchanging or adding jewelling. 

603 - All keys shall be numbered and records kept of  them by the National Secretary -Treasurer.  The Pi 
Kappa Delta key shall not be made up into other jewelry, such as a stickpin, or fob, as a lavaliere or as a pin.  

604 - A past president’s ring of  special design shall be awarded to each National President at the close of  
term of  of f ice. 

605 - A past governor’s ring of  appropriate design shall be available through the National Secretary -
Treasurer. 

 
Article VII – The Forensic and the Key 

 
700 - Pi Kappa Delta shall publish The Pi Kappa Delta Key devoted to the interests of  the organization.  The 
Key shall contain the of f icial papers of  the organization, news of  its work and progress, general forensic 
news, and other such material as shall be suitable for the publication.  Subscriptions shall be f ree to Active 
undergraduate members of  this honorary, and in applying for membership the candidate also understands 
that he or she is subscribing to this publication. 

701 - It shall be the duty of  each Local Undergraduate and Alumni Chapter to inform the National Secretary -
Treasurer, who serves as editor of  The Key, of  any news likely to be of  interest to other Chapters.  

702 - Alumni Chapters may arrange to secure copies of  The Key through the National Secretary-Treasurer 
on terms f ixed by the National Council. 

703 - The organization shall publish a scholarly journal devoted to the educational objectives of  Pi Kappa 
Delta which shall be known as The Forensic of Pi Kappa Delta.  The journal shall contain articles ref lecting 
the range of  qualitative and quantitative methodologies appropriate to the study of  forensics.  Each Chapter 
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shall receive a copy of  each issue of  The Forensic upon payment of  its annual national dues.  The 
subscription price of  the journal shall be f ixed by the National Council.  

704 - Alumni Chapters may arrange to secure copies of  The Forensic through the National Secretary-
Treasurer on terms f ixed by the National Council.  

705 - Individuals and institutions may subscribe to a journal-only membership by paying the annual fee to the 
National Secretary-Treasurer’s of f ice.  The subscription rate shall be established by the National Council.  

 
 

Article VIII – Grand Catalog 

 

800 - The National Secretary-Treasurer shall keep a Grand Catalog of  the names of  members of  Pi Kappa 
Delta with a record of  their Orders and Degrees at the time of  initiation, and any subsequent changes in 
Orders and Degrees.  The President of  each Undergraduate Chapter shall send this information annually, or 
more of ten if  requested, to the National Secretary-Treasurer on the of f icial catalog forms.  Names shall not 
be entered in the catalog or carried by the National Secretary-Treasurer until all application blanks and fees 
have been received. 

 

Article IX – Parliamentary Authority 

 

900 - The latest edition of  Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the authority in parliamentary procedure not 
covered by specif ic provisions of  this constitution.  

 

 
Article X - Amendments 

 

1000 -  The constitution may be amended by a proposal receiving a majority vote at a regular National 
Convention and a two-thirds af f irmative vote by a mail ballot submitted to the membership no later than thirty 
days following the National Convention.  The constitution may also be amended by a three-fourths 
af f irmative vote in the referendum initiated by the National council as provided in paragraph 361.  

1001 - Unless an amendment incorporates its own ef fective date, it shall be ef fective on June 1 following 
adoption. 

1002 - All proposed amendments to the constitution must be in the hands of  the Chairman of  the 
Constitutional Revision Committee by May 1 of  the year preceding the National Convention and shall be 
printed in the Winter The Key of  the convention year. 

 

 

Article XI - Emergency 

 

1100 - When by a three-fourths vote, the National Council shall determine that an emergency exists of  such 
gravity as to make the holding of  a National Convention impossible or impracticable, then, and in that event, 
the National Council may, by a two-thirds vote take any action necessitated by such an emergency, 
notwithstanding anything contained in this constitution.  However, any ten Local Chapters may, by joining in 
a written request to the National Council, initiate a referendum of  the Local Chapters on any action taken by 
the National Council hereunder. 
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Article XII – Purpose and Dissolution Statement 

 

1200 - Pi Kappa Delta is organized exclusively for educational purposes including for such purposes the 
making of  distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501 (c ) (3) of  the 
Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of  any future federal tax code.  

1201 - No part of  the net earnings of  Pi Kappa Delta shall inure to the benef it or be distributed to its 
members, trustees, of f icers or other private persons, except that Pi Kappa Delta shall be authorized and 
empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions 
in the furtherance of  the purposes set forth in Article XII Section 1200 hereof .  No substantial part of  the 
activities of  Pi Kappa Delta shall be the carrying on of  propaganda, or otherwise attempting to inf luence 
legislation, and Pi Kappa Delta shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution 
of  statements) any political campaign on behalf  of  any candidate for public of fice.  Notwithstanding any other 
provisions of  these sections, Pi Kappa Delta shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried 
on by an association exempt f rom federal income tax under section 501 ( c)   (3) of  the Internal  Revenue 
Code, or any future federal tax code. 

1202 - Upon dissolution of  Pi Kappa Delta, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes 
within the meaning of  section 501 (c ) (3) of  the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding sections of  any 
future federal government, or to a state or local government for a public purpose.  Any assets not so 
disposed of  shall be disposed of  by the Court of  Common Pleas for the county in which the principal 
headquarters of  Pi Kappa Delta is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or 
organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated for such purposes.  

 

                                        Pi Kappa Delta’s Statement of Discrimination 

 

Pi Kappa Delta is committed to the principles of  f ree expression and exploration of  ideas in an atmosphere of  
civility and mutual respect.  These principles should guide the behavior of  the organizations members and 
participants.  In furtherance of  this, all members of  the Pi Kappa Delta Community shall have access to Pi 
Kappa Delta’s services, resources, and activities without regard to Race, Color, sex, national origin, religion, 
age, disability, sexual orientation, or status as a uniformed service veteran.  

 

Although the nature of  the academic forensic community is to provide a forum for the robust expression 
(including tolerance), criticism, and discussion of  the widest range of  opinions, Pi Kappa Delta proscribes the 
use of  this forum for any type of  bigotry.  As a result, the organization 

prohibits any verbal, physical, or other conduct that constitutes discrimination, including harassment, based 
on race, color, sex, national origin, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, or status as a uniformed 
service veteran. 

 

Harassment is one form of  discriminatory conduct.  Conduct can be harassing when it has the purpose or 
ef fect of  limiting or denying an individual’s ability to participate in the organization’s activities or creating a 
hostile, intimidating, or of fensive academic environment based on the individual’s race, color, sex, national 
origin, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, or status as a uniformed service veteran; or when 
submission to the conduct is either implicitly or explicitly a term or condition of  participation in the 
organization’s activities; or when submission to or rejection of  such conduct is used as the basis for 
decisions af fecting an individual’s access to the organization’s services, resources, or activities.  Harassment 
is particularly of fensive when the harasser is in a position of  supervision or control over his or her victims.  

 

This is not to suggest that the presentation of  reasoned, evidenced claims about an individual or social group 
that of fends certain individuals or groups is prohibited.  Indeed, this expression is distinquished f rom 
gratuitous or denigrating claims based on an individual’s or group’s race, Color, sex, national origin, religion, 
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age, disability, sexual orientation, or status as a uniformed service veteran.  The former is bona f ide 
academic discourse while the latter is demeaning and degrading and harassing treatment of  fellow human 
beings. 

 

Any member of  Pi Kappa Delta who engages or threatens to engage in discrimination or harassment, as set 
forth above, violates the organization’s fundamental  principles and shall be subject to appropriate 
disciplinary action.  By formulating this statement on discrimination, Pi Kappa Delta intends to eliminate this 
range of  conduct and inappropriate activity. 

 

This statement, however, does not guarantee that the academic forensic environment will be comfortable for 
all members of  the community all the times.  Of ten arguments and ideas are Unsettling and disturbing.  
When one’s ideas are under attack the experience can be both painful and highly educational.  Simply 
because a situation in uncomfortable does not mean the underlying conduct violates this statement.  In 
accordance with the principles of   academic f reedom, it is central to academic forensics that teachers and 
students are allowed to take controversial positions in good faith without fear or consequence.  This 
statement only applies when conduct falls outside these legitimate academic bonds.  

 

Pi Kappa Delta encourages all its provinces and chapters to adopt statements of  discrimination that 
embraces the principles embodied about for all locally and provincially sponsored events, activities, or 
meetings. 

 

 

                       PROCEDURES FOR COMPLAINTS REGARDING DISCRIMINATION    

 

The following procedures are designed to ensure that Pi Kappa Delta maintains a professional, educational, 
and competitive environment f ree of  discrimination or harassment in any of  its activities, including national 
tournaments or convention activities. 

 

If  any member of  the Pi Kappa Delta community experiences any discrimination or harassment based on 
race, color, sex, national origin, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, or status as a uniformed service 
veteran, or believes that he or she has been treated in an unlawful or discriminatory manner, he or she 
should report the incident to Pi Kappa Delta’s Compliance Off icer or his or her designee who in turn, will 
present the matter to the Practices and Procedures Committee for a complete investigation and appropriate 
action, if  necessary.  If  a member of  the organization feels it is inappropriate to discuss the matter with the 
Compliance Off icer, he or she may report the matter directly to any other member of  the Practices and 
Procedure Committee for investigation.  All complaints shall be kept conf idential to the maximum extent 
possible in order to conduct a fair and thorough investigation.  

 

If  the Practices and Procedures Committee determines that any member of  Pi Kappa Delta has engaged in 
discrimination or harassment of  another member, the Committee will recommend that the President’s 
Committee impose the Practice and Procedure Committee’s recommended disciplinary action against the 
of fending member, including suspension or termination of  the of fending member’s af f iliation with the 
organization. 

 

Furthermore, Pi Kappa Delta specif ically prohibits any form of  retaliation against any member of   the 
organization for f iling a bona f ide complaint under this procedure or assisting in the investigation of  any such 
complaint.  If , however, af ter investigating a complaint of  discrimination or harassment, the Practice and 
Procedure Committee determines that a complaint was not brought in good faith or that any individual has 
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knowingly provided false information regarding a complaint, the Practice and Procedure Committee may 
recommend to the President’s Committee that disciplinary action be taken against the individual(s) who f iled 
the complaint and/or provided the information in bad faith.  

 

                                      Preamble to Tournament Procedure Bylaws 
 

                             Philosophy of The Pi Kappa Delta National Tournament 

 

The Pi Kappa Delta National Tournament and Convention are special and unique events.  It is an experience 
that helps def ine who we are as a community and what we represent.  The Convention and Tournament 
serve f ive primary purposes. 

             First, PKD Embraces the value of  a forensic education in whatever form that takes.  Whether one 
competes in debate, individual events, or both, it is the educational value of  the activity that is paramount -not 
the particular event. 

 

             Second, the PKD Convention and Tournament should serve as an opportunity for students to 
showcase their skills in a competitive setting and promote the high ideal and standards of  competitive 
forensics to which PKD subscribes.  If  we of fer anything to the community, we of fer a standard and model for 
competition. 

 

             Third, the tournament should enhance education.  It should serve as a vehicle to promote an 
environment in which all participants improve their forensic practices and skills in those valued forensic arts.  

 

             Fourth, the Tournament and Convention should be an expression of  unity.  We are more than a 
collection of  competitors.  Ideally, the tournament should promote the unity of  our organization by providing 
an environment in which members can interact and increase their understanding of  a commitment to one 
another, the forensic arts, and the ideals of  PKD. 

            Finally, the Tournament and Convention should inspire appreciation.  We should appreciate one 
another and the forensic activity.  In an age in which diversity is heralded as one of  the major commitments 
of  higher education, we have an opportunity to interact with many people f rom diverse culture and 
organizations though out the country. 

 

                                                                      Bylaws 

 

The National Tournament 
 

                  Section 1. Pi Kappa Delta shall sponsor a national tournament in conjunction with its           

                   Biennial National Convention.  Dates will be established by the National Council.      

                     

                     Section 2.  Bid Specif ications for hosting the national tournament will be established      

                      by the National Council.  Bid applications should be submitted to the President -       

                      Elect prior to the second summer National Council meeting of  the biennium.  

 

                       Section 3.  The National Council shall submit a recommended site to the National  



Pi Kappa Delta Affiliation Documents for the National Communication Association 17 

                       Convention for approval.  The National Convention will approve by majority vote.  

 

                       Section 4.  Tournament fees shall be recommended by the Tournament Director       

                       and approved by the National Council.  Fee recommendations should be based  

                       on such factors as expected attendance and operating costs of  the tournament.  

 

                       Section 5.  The tournament committee will be decided upon as noted in Article lll,            

                       Section 363.4 of  the PKD Constitution. 

 

II.  Tournament Procedures 

 

                         Section 1.  Judges:  Judging assignments should be based on the following  

                          Principles in so far as possible. 

         

a. Judges will be randomly assigned. 

b. Judges will not judge students f rom their own school or f rom any other 
school that they declare an association with on the entry form.  

c. In so far as possible judges will not judge students f rom their own 
province with the exception that hired judges f rom the host province 
may judge students f rom that province. 

d. Judges must possess a baccalaureate degree or experience 
commensurate to one in forensic training.  Undergraduate students 
may not judge at the national tournament.  

e. Judges may indicate which events and/or types of  debate and/or 
divisions they prefer to judge and every attempt will be made to grant 
these requests. 

f. In so far as possible, a province will not have more than one judge on 
multiple judge panels, with the exception of  hired judges f rom the host 
province. 

 

                     Section 2.  Entries:  Entries should be based on the following principles in so far as  

                      Possible. 

                               

a. No limits shall be placed on the number of  entries a single chapter 
may enter in the national tournament subject to being able to meet 
judging requirements. 

b. Each student participant must be an undergraduate in good standing 
who has not completed eight semesters of  forensics participation.  
One semester of  participation includes participation at three 
tournaments during that semester.  

c. Each Participant must be a Pi Kappa Delta member or have f iled a 
membership application with the National Secretary-Treasurer prior to 
the convention or be a member of  an invited school, or a specially 
invited guest. 
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                     Section 3.  Awards 

 

a. Gold plaques will be awarded to contestant/team winners of  superior 
ratings (top 10%) in each individual Event and division of  debate.  

b. Silver plaques will be awarded to contestant/team winners of  
excellent ratings (next 20%) in each Individual Event and division of  
Debate. 

c. Good ratings are given to the next 30% in each Individual Event and 
division of  debate. 

d. Elimination round results in debate will be announced. 

 

                     Section 4.  Individual Events 

                 

a. All of  the American Forensic Association events will be of fered.  

b. Contestants may enter two events in Patterns A. B & C. 

c. No Contestant may enter more than 2 Duos. 

d. Contestants may not use the same presentation in more than one event.  

e. All speeches and programs must be made available to the Tournament 
Committee upon request. 

f. No speech or program may have been used prior to competition in the said 
school year. 

g. Unless noted, AFA-NIET rules are in ef fect. 

h. Three rounds of  competition will be of fered. 

i. A contestant must participate in all rounds of  an event to receive a f inal rating in 
that event.  

j. The following conf lict pattern will be used: 

                                                      Pattern A: Extemporaneous Speaking, Prose Interpretation,  

                                                      Informative Speaking. 

                                                      Pattern B: Duo Interpretation, Impromptu Speaking,  

                                                      Programmed Oral Interpretation, and Persuasion. 

                                                      Pattern C:  Communication Analysis, Dramatic Interpretation,  

                                                      Poetry Interpretation, and Af ter Dinner Speaking.                                                 

k. Each  contestant will receive at least four critiques for each event.  So in at least 
one round, the contestant will be heard by two judges. 

l. Ideally, contestants should meet new competition each round.  Every ef fort will 
be made to ensure each occurrences. Contestants will not Compete against 
contestants f rom their own chapter if  appropriate pairing options are available.  
If  not, then such conf licts should be kept to a minimum. 

m. The tie breading procedure will be as follows: rank f irst, rating points second, 
dropping high/low rating points third, dropping the next high/low rating points 
fourth (in the instance that more than four critiques are available), dropping the 
high rank/low rating f if th (not necessarily f rom the same ballot), and judge 
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preference sixth.  If  the tie cannot be broken following these procedures both 
students will receive an award. 

n. Forensic showcases will be of fered.  The top f ive students in each event will be 
asked to participate.  The students will perform the selections/manuscripts used 
in the three preliminary rounds.  Impromptu speeches will feature topics unique 
to that showcase round.  Extemp showcase performers will re-present their 
speeches f rom round three.  In  the instance that a student qualif ies for more 
than one showcase in the same f light, he/she will be selected to be in his/her 
best event (highest ranking).  Adjustments will be made to insure that f ive 
students perform in each showcase.  These students will perform to an 
audience of  two critics and interested observers.  Ballots will not be written, oral 
critiques will be given instead.  Sweepstakes points will not be awarded for any 
showcase.   

                

                      Section 5. Debate 

 

a. Any combination and division(s) of  team or Lincoln-Douglas Debate can be 
of fered based on demand. 

b. Students may enter only one type of  debate and one division.  

c. Any student may enter any Open Division.  Any student with less than two 
years of  college competition may enter any Junior Division.  Only students 
with less than two semesters of  college and/or high school experience 
(excluding L-D) may enter any Novice Division.  Further questions regarding 
a student’s eligibility will be answered by consulting the Constitution of  that 
organization regulating the format in question. 

d. Policy Debate will use the same year’s policy topic and appropriate time 
limits as determined by the National Tournament Director.  

e. L-D entries will use a topic, rules and appropriate time limits as determined 
by the National Tournament Director. 

f. Parliamentary debate will use NPDA guidelines and appropriate time limits.  
Topics will be distributed prior to the round. 

g. A 15 minutes forfeit rule will be imposed by the National Tournament 
Director unless the delay is out of  the debaters control.  

h. Every team/entry will debate six preliminary rounds with an equal number of  
debates on each side of  the resolution.  

i. All debate divisions will break to quarterf inals if  entries justify doing so.  

j. The f irst three rounds will be randomly paired.   Rounds 4 and 6 will be 
matched high/low within brackets adjusting for side constraints.  Round 5will 
be matched high/high. 

k. Tie breaking procedure will be as follows: teams/entries number of  wins f irst, 
total team/entry points second, dropping high/low  team/entry points third, 
dropping the next high/low team/entry points fourth, opposition record f if th, 
and judge preference sixth. If  the tie cannot be broken following these 
procedures both teams/entries will receive an award. 

                      Section 6. Sweepstakes 

                

a. Superior (top 10%) and Excellent (next 20%) Sweepstakes awards will be 
presented in both individual events and debate.  Superior (top 10%) and 
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Excellent (next 20%) Combined Sweepstakes awards will also be presented 
in ascending order. 

b. Only those chapters with at least one entry in both individual events and 
debate will be eligible for the Combined Sweepstakes Awards.  

c. Individual Events Sweepstakes Formula:  Points will be computed for the 
top three contestants f rom each chapter in each event according to the 
following formula: 

                       Superior                 5 Points 

                       Excellent                4 Points 

                       Good                      3 Points 

                       Participation           1 Point 

 

d. Debate Sweepstakes Formula:  Points will be computed for the top three 
teams in each format except in Lincoln-Douglas where points will be 
computed for the top six contestants f rom each chapter by using the 
following formula:                                                             

                    Preliminary Rounds: 

                                                                           Superior                10 points 

                                                                           Excellent                 8 points 

                              Good                      6 points 

                              Participation           2 points 

                    Elimination Rounds: 

                               First Place             10 points 

                               Second Place          8 points 

                               Semif inals               6 points 

                               Quarterf inals           2 points 

e. Combined Sweepstakes Formula:  Points will be determined by adding the 
total number of  Sweepstakes points earned in Individual Events by the top 
12 contestants f rom each chapter with the total number of  Sweepstakes 
points earned in preliminary rounds of  Debate by the top 6 teams f rom each 
chapter.  Sweepstakes points earned in elimination rounds will not count 
towards the Combined Sweepstakes Awards. 

f. Each chapter may earn a maximum of  one participation point in each 
individual event or two participation points in each debate division if  they 
earn no other sweepstakes points (superior, excellent, or good) in that event 
or division. 

g. Ties will be allowed. 

 

                      Section 7.  General procedures 

 

a. Each chapter will receive a conf irmation of  entries and fees if  the 
Registration form reaches the tournament director by the entry deadline.   

b. All competing chapters should strive to provide a suf f icient number o 
qualif ied judges to cover the number of  entries for that chapter.  
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c. A school with 1 to 6 individual Events slots has to provide a qualif ied Judge 
for eight rounds of  Individual Events competition.  A school with one debate 
team or two L-D entries has to provide a qualif ied judge for three rounds of  
debate competition and one elimination round.  A school with two debate 
teams or 4 L-D entries has to provide a qualif ied judge for 6 rounds of  
debate competition and one elimination round. 

d. Judges should not reveal decisions, rankings, and/or ratings during 
preliminary competition. 

e. The tournament schedule will be developed by the National Tournament 
Director in consultation with the National Council and Host School.  The 
schedule will be published in the tournament invitation.  

f. All questions regarding tournament procedures not covered by the bylaws 
will be decided by the National Tournament Director in consultation with the 
Tournament Committee.  All questions concerning interpretation of  the 
bylaws will be made by the National Tournament Director.  

                    

                                             Section 8.  Special and/or Experimental Events 

a. Experimental events may be of fered at the discretion of  the National 
Tournament Director with approval by the National Council.  

b. Rules about such an event should be stated in the tournament invitation.  

c. Special events and awards such as oral history videos, alumni showcases, 
and chapter history displays and/or web pages can be of fered as feasible.  
They will not count toward sweepstakes. 

d. Rules and deadlines for special events will be published in the tournament 
invitation                 

                          

III. Awards 

The Past President will be responsible for the solicitation of  nominees for all awards and the notif ication to     
Recipients when chosen.      

A.      Annual Awards – The Awards Committee, composed of  the Past President and the 3 
at-large National Council Members, will vote at the annual summer meeting of  the                                              
National Council to determine that year’s recipients.  
 

1. Pi Kappa Delta shall award annually, if  possible, the E.R. Nichols 
Award for excellence in Forensics Teaching.  This award is to be 
presented to a forensic professional who is an outstanding 
educator. 

 
 

2. Pi Kappa Delta shall award annually, if  possible, the L.E. Norton 
Award for Outstanding Forensic Scholarship.  The award is to be 
presented to forensic professional who demonstrates outstanding 
scholarship.   

 
 

3. Pi Kappa Delta shall award annually, if  possible, the John Shields 
Award for Outstanding Contributions to Pi Kappa Delta.  This award 
is to be presented to a forensic professional who demonstrates 
outstanding service to Pi Kappa Delta.   
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4. Pi Kappa Delta shall award annually, if  possible, the Bob R. Derry 
berry Outstanding Young Educator’s Award.  This award is to be 
presented to a forensic professional in their f irst f ive years of  
Forensic education who demonstrates excellence and promise as a 
forensic professional. 

 

 

                         B.          Biennial Awards – The Past President will form a committee to decide the recipients             
                  of  the Biennial Awards. 

                 
1. Pi Kappa Delta shall award biennially, if  possible, the R. David Ray 

Outstanding Young Chapter Award.  This award is to be presented 
to a Pi Kappa Delta chapter in their f irst f ive years of  existence that 
has demonstrated excellence in their support of  Pi Kappa Delta and 
its ideals, including academic excellence, competitive success, and 
service to their campus and the forensic community.  

 
2. Pi Kappa Delta shall award biennially, if  possible, the Carolyn Keefe 

Outstanding Alumni Award.  This award is to be presented to an 
alumnus of  Pi Kappa Delta who has demonstrated outstanding 
service to Pi Kappa Delta through support of  its activities at the 
local, provincial, and/or national levels. 

 
3. Pi Kappa Delta shall award biennially, is possible, student 

scholarships.  These scholarships will be presented to active 
undergraduate students.  The top applicant will receive the L.E. 
Norton Scholarship.    

 
4. Pi Kappa Delta shall award biennially, if  possible, all American 

Awards.  These awards will be presented to active undergraduate 
students who have demonstrated the ideals of  Pi Kappa Delta.  
They should be outstanding students as demonstrated by 
excellence in classroom endeavors and their grade point average.  
They should be outstanding forensic students as demonstrated by  
success in communication and/or forensic contexts.  They should 
be outstanding citizens demonstrated by service to their chapter,  
their school, and their community.  

 
                C.      Golden Gavel Award-    The Past President will form a committee consisting of  Past   
                                                                 Presidents to decide the recipients of  this award.  The award will be       
                                                                 given biennially, if  possible, to a person who has made outstanding  
                                                                 outstanding contributions to Pi Kappa Delta.  All members of  Pi                                  
                                                                 Kappa Delta are eligible with the exception that no President-past, 
                                                                 Present, or future can be considered for this award. 
                                    
                D.     Hall of  Fame Awards-      The National Council will vote at the summer meeting of  the          
                                                                 National Council prior to the biennial convention/tournament to  
                                                                 determine the biennial recipients of  this award Nominees will    
                                                                 be classif ied into three categories:  Early, Middle and Recent.  
                                                                 The Middle and Recent categories will each be for 25 years.       
                                                                 The Early category will be the remaining years.  The 
                                                                 determination of  category will be made based on the time 
                                                                 period of  the person’s most signif icant contribution to Pi Kappa 
                                                                 Delta.  For election, candidates must receive votes in the  
                                                                 following percentages:  Early – 50% of  those voting; Middle- 
                                                                 75% of  those voting; and Recent – 100% of  those voting.              
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