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2015 Interest Group Report to the NCA Legislative Assembly 
 

Interest Group Name: Public Dialogue and Deliberation 

Name of person making report: John Gastil 

Report submitter’s role in the Interest Group Leadership: Chair 

Description of Interest Group (200 words or less): The Public Dilaogue and Deliberation division 

brings together scholars and practitioners who focus on public dialogue and deliberation, the forces 

that constrain or enable such talk, and the consequences of their presence (or absence) in democratic 

society. The study of these subjects dates back to ancient Greek theories of rhetoric, which gave us 

forms of speech that endure to the present day, such as Socratic dialogue and deliberative assemblies. 

Current conceptions of these terms stress their potential to ameliorate social problems. Public 

dialogue may help address alienation and transform divisive conflicts by fostering genuine 

connection and intersubjective understanding, particularly across lines of difference. Democratic 

deliberation fuses respectful discourse and rigorous analysis to render well-reasoned collective 

judgments. This division of NCA aims to advance the theory and practice of dialogue and 

deliberation by encouraging critical and collaborative exchanges among those who have new ideas, 

experiences, and research findings on these subjects. 

 

Non-Convention Programming 

Did your Interest Group sponsor any programs outside of the convention?  Yes   No 

 If yes, please describe your program(s):   

 

Awards 

Does your Interest Group give awards?  Yes  No 

What are the names of the awards given?       

Did your Interest Group give an award(s) this year?   Yes  No 

Who are the recipients of the award(s) for this year? Please specify which award.       

 

Publications 

Did your Interest Group send out a newsletter(s) to your members this year?  Yes    No 

If yes, please select all that apply:  

Electronic How many:         

Print   How many:       

 

Did your Interest Group disseminate any other publications during the year?  Yes  No 

If yes, please describe your publications: We sent an email to members and prospective members 

with our programming for the convention in Vegas and information about the business meeting 

and a social bowling event to be held to promote members to get know one another. We also 

highlighted other programs and panels that may be of interest, gleaned from searched the program 

for keywords "Dialogue" and "Deliberation" and looking for panels on which our membership is 

presenting. 
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Association-Wide Leadership Nominations 

Did your Interest Group nominate or encourage the nomination of your members in response to the 

call issued by the NCA Committee on Committees?  Yes     No 

 

Did your Interest Group nominate or encourage the nomination of your members in response to the 

call issued by the NCA Nominating Committee?  Yes  No 

 

Website 

Does your Interest Group have a listserv or similar discussion forum?  Yes  No 

If yes, what is the address of the listserv/forum? www.facebook.com/DDDivision   

 

Does the Interest Group have a website?  Yes  No 

If yes, what is the URL? In the process of creating a WordPress site.   

 

 

Membership Recruitment/Retention 

Did your Interest Group engage in any recruitment or retention efforts?  Yes  No 

If yes, please describe your efforts: We created a targeted list of contacts in the field we knew and 

those who were scheduled to present at NCA with paper titles that aligned with our interest group. 

Current officers and other division members made personal contact asking for therir consideration of 

joining the division when they registered for the convention or renewed their membership. We also 

sent them a list of our 2015 NCA programming and other programming of interest to those in 

dialogue and deliberation. As of 10/30/15, the membership of the group is at 117 members. 

 

Additional Comments about any of the topics addressed above 

As a new interest group, our first tasks after the vote of approval by the Legislative Assembly in 2014 

were to create bylaws and solicit members to serve as officers. Nominees were solicited from the 232 

NCA members who signed the petition for the creation of PDD. The following members volunteered 

to serve and NCA ran an online election to seek ratification of the bylaws by those who were 

members of the group at that time (June 2015). The bylaws and the following officers were ratified.  

  Chair: John Gastil, Pennsylvania State University 

  Vice Chair: Lori Britt, James Madison University 

  Vice Chair Elect: Laura Black, Ohio University 

  Immediate Past Chair: Martin Carcasson, Colorado State University  

  Secretary: Rebecca M. Townsend, Manchester Community College 

In July, these officers and a group of 20 communication scholars who are members of NCA PDD 

were invited and hosted by the Kettering Association whose focus is deliberative democracy, to 

convene to discuss ideas for PDD and how Kettering might  help this group play a role in continuing 

to advance research and practice of public dialogue and deliberation. For two days in July the group 

discussed how the programming for this division might encourage engagement, advance 

collaborative research, and help to forward both answers and more questions about the theory and 

practice of dialogue and deliberation. The group identified gaps in the theoretical and practical 

knowledge of this field, and the challenges those involved in the research and practice in this arena 

often face - structural challenges at the institutional level, challenges of engaging in communities, 

and the challenge of contributing a communication voice to a very interdisciplinary field. The group 

then brainstormed ways that PDD programming could help create space to discuss and address these 

challenges and advance rigorous scholarship. 
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