Resolution Condemning White Supremacy in Political Discourse
Adopted by the Legislative Assembly, 2019

Endorsed by Activism & Social Justice Division, African American Communication & Culture
Division, American Studies Division, Asian/Pacific American Caucus, Asian/Pacific American
Communication Studies Division, Caucus on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer
Concerns, Critical and Cultural Studies Division, Freedom of Expression Division, International
& Intercultural Communication Division, La Raza Caucus & Latino/Latina Communication
Studies Division, Rhetorical & Communication Theory Division

Whereas the National Communication Association’s Credo for Ethical Communication states,
“We condemn communication that degrades individuals and humanity through distortion,
intimidation, coercion, and violence, and through the expression of intolerance and hatred,”*

Whereas the NCA Statement on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion states, “The NCA opposes
efforts to eliminate or restrict policies or actions that are designed to foster the goal of
diversity,”?

Whereas white supremacist and/or white nationalist organizations oppress communities of color
and, in some cases, support and enable the violent erasure of historically underrepresented,
under-resourced, and/or vulnerable communities,®

Whereas white supremacist and/or white nationalist organizations, as well as adherents to their
ideologies, have used violence to pursue their ends,*
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Whereas organizations espousing discourse in support of and/or pursuing white supremacist
and/or white nationalist objectives undermine the principles enshrined in the Credo for Ethical
Communication and the Statement on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion,

Whereas such organizations are inconsistent with the principles of a thriving democratic culture,®

Whereas, in the past several years, white supremacist and/or white nationalist groups have grown
in size and become bolder in their public actions,®

Whereas such groups perform a significant amount of their activity on college and university
campuses,’

Whereas the National Communication Association is a learned society of primarily academic
professionals and students who work and learn on such campuses and, as such, are vulnerable to
such activity,

Whereas the discourse and actions of white supremacist and/or white nationalist groups target
vulnerable communities represented within the membership of NCA,

Whereas the public denunciation of hate speech and other such forms of communication is
consistent with the NCA’s commitment to “freedom of expression, diversity of perspective, and
tolerance of dissent,”®

Therefore be it resolved that the NCA condemns in the strongest possible terms white
supremacist discourse by political leaders that argues for white people’s biological and/or
cultural superiority and/or the biological and/or cultural inferiority of people of color and white
nationalist discourse that argues for the physical and cultural segregation of people by race.
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