
By-Laws of the Applied Communication Division
National Communication Association

Article I. Name and Purpose

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be the Applied Communication Division of the 
National Communication Association (NCA).

Section 2. The purpose of the Division is to support and encourage inquiry regarding real 
human communication questions or problems.  Applied research contributes to our knowledge 
base by answering genuine, pragmatic questions and/or through finding solutions for social 
problems.  The scope of applied communication research includes virtually any human 
communicative setting and acknowledges both field and laboratory environs.  The Division 
does not sanction particular methodologies but shares with all scholars the obligation for 
rigorous and meaningful research paradigms.  Consequently, the binding thread found in 
published applied research reveals itself not by method, but by how communication principles 
and knowledge can be applied to “real world” settings or the solution of authentic social 
problems.  The Division promotes the relationship between research and application as a 
unified area of study.

Article II. Membership

Section 1. Any member of NCA in good standing may choose to affiliate with the Applied 
Communication Division.

Section 2. The voting membership shall consist of those NCA members who are currently 
affiliated with the Applied Communication Division at the time at which a vote must be taken.

Article III. Meetings

Section 1. An annual business meeting (or meetings) shall be held at the time and place 
designated by the NCA First-Vice President and listed in the convention program.  

Section 2. Additional business meetings, or meetings of the Executive Committee, shall be 
scheduled as necessary.

Article IV. Officers

Section 1. The officers of the Division must be voting members and will consist of the 
Immediate Past Chair, Chair, Vice-Chair, Vice-Chair-Elect, and Secretary.

Section 2. The Vice-Chair-Elect shall be elected annually at the regular business meeting of the 
Division.  The Vice-Chair Elect shall coordinate the evaluation and distribution of the 



Division’s book and article award and when requested, shall assist the Vice-Chair with 
program planning.
Section 3. At the end of the Business meeting following the Vice-Chair-Elect’s election, she or 
he shall succeed to the position of Vice-Chair.  The Vice-Chair shall be responsible for creating 
and heading the committee that reviews papers and program proposals for the upcoming annual 
convention, submitting a list of panel proposals to the NCA First-Vice-President, and notifying 
people about the status of their submission.

Section 4. At the end of the business meeting during the convention for which he or she 
planned the Division’s programs, the Vice-Chair shall succeed to the position of Chair.  The 
Chair shall preside at the business meeting(s) of the Division, perform other duties as specified 
by the NCA By-Laws, appoint and empower Ad Hoc Committees with the approval of the 
Executive Committee (see Article ), and provide leadership for the Division.

Section 5. At the end of the business meeting concluding her or his year as Chair, the Chair 
shall succeed to Immediate-Past-Chair.  The Immediate Past Chair shall serve as Chair of the 
Nominating Committee, perform duties as specified by NCA By-Laws and when requested, 
shall assist other officers of the Division.

Section 6. The Secretary shall serve for two years and may not serve consecutive terms in that 
office.  The Secretary shall record minutes at the business and Executive Committee meetings 
as well as distribute them prior to the subsequent meeting.  The Secretary shall edit and mail 
information to members via a newsletter, channel appropriate information to Spectra, obtain a 
list of Division members from the NCA National Office prior to each year’s business meeting
(s), represent the Division on the Resolutions Committee, and perform other duties as assigned 
by the Executive Committee

Section 7. Vice-Chair-Elect, and when necessary, Secretary, shall be elected by those voting 
members present at the annual business meeting from a slate of candidates recommended by the 
Nominating Committee (See Article VI) and the nominations received from the floor at the 
annual business meeting.  A majority shall be required for election on the first ballot.  In case of 
a tie, twice the number to be elected shall be retained for the second ballot, on which a plurality 
shall be sufficient for election.

Section 8. Clarification on the duties and responsibilities of the officers is provided by the 
NCA By-Laws (Article VII, Sections 2-5).

Section 9. In the event of vacation of an office, the Executive Committee shall be empowered to 
appoint an individual to fill the unexpired term.

Article V. Committees

Section 1. The Executive Committee shall consist of the officers of the Division.  The 



Executive Committee shall meet (or confer by phone) at the call of the Chair before the first 
business meeting to draw up an agenda for the meeting(s).  It is authorized to act in the name of 
the Division between the annual meetings, subject to review of those actions at the annual 
business meeting(s).
Section 2. The Nominating Committee shall consist of the Immediate Past Chair, who is a non-
voting convener and chair of the Committee, and two additional voting members, who do not 
hold an office, elected at the annual business meeting.  No officer shall serve, and no member 
shall serve on this committee in two consecutive years.  After soliciting nominations from the 
membership-as-a-whole, the Nominating Committee shall confer prior to and submit a slate of 
candidates for Vice-Chair-Elect and when appropriate, Secretary.  The Committee is advised 
but not required to submit at least two names for each office.

Section 3.  The Convention Panel Review Committee shall consist of the Division’s Vice-
Chair, Vice-Chair-Elect, and Secretary along with at least three additional people elected by the 
membership.  After receiving the paper and program submissions, the Vice-Chair shall 
distribute them to reviewers and compile the results to submit a list of panels to the NCA First-
Vice-President for presentation at the following year’s convention.

Section 4. The Convention Panel Review Committee is authorized to make two awards in the 
name of the Division: One for the best paper submitted by a professional member and another 
for the best student paper submitted.  The Committee may, of course, recommend that no 
awards be made.

Section 5. The Distinguished Article and Book Award Committee shall be chaired by the 
Division’s Vice-Chair-Elect. She or he shall appoint a number of reviewers sufficient enough 
to review the submissions received.  Membership may include award recipients from the 
previous year.

Section 6. Temporary (Ad Hoc) committees may be appointed by the Chair . . .  No Ad Hoc 
Committee shall exist for more than two years.  At the end of two years, a majority vote may 
convert an Ad Hoc Committee to a Committee.

Article VI. Parliamentary Authority

Section 1. In all cases not covered in these By-Laws or by any Standing Rules adopted by the 
Division, the parliamentaary authority of NCA shall be consulted.

Section 2. The Division Chair may appoint a voting member to serve as parliamentarian during 
business meetings and/or Executive Committee meetings.

Article VII. Quorum

Section 1. At least two officers and three members of the Division must be present for the 



transaction of business at any annual meeting.

Section 2.  In the absence of a quorum, elections shall take place via a mail ballot.

Section 3.  In the absence of a quorum for two consecutive annual business meetings, the 
Executive Committee shall consider the dissolution of the Division.

Article VIII. Adoption and Amendments

Section 1. Amendments to these By-Laws may be initiated by a majority vote of the Executive 
Committee or by petition of any three members of the Division.  Notification must be made to 
the Secretary at least sixty (60) days prior to the annual business meeting.

Section 2. If published in a Newsletter mailed at least one month before the NCA annual 
convention, an opportunity to discuss proposed amendments must be provided at the annual 
business meeting before the amendment may be adopted by two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of 
those present and voting at an annual meeting, always assuming presence of a quorum.  If 
quorum is not achieved or a request for a mail ballot is requested and approved by a majority 
vote of those present and voting at an annual meeting, it shall be included in the following 
year’s newsletter and passed if a two-thirds (2/3) majority of voting members responding to the 
mail ballot favor the change.

Section 3. At any annual meeting those present may, by majority vote, adopt standing rules 
consistent in principle with these By-Laws and the parliamentary authority.

Section 4.  These By-Laws shall be ratified by a majority vote at a regular business meeting of 
the Section at the November 1992 convention.


